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Jon N vit6s. 


ord, to whom ſhall we go? thou haſt the Words of 
eternal Life. | 


to our bleſſed Saviour, and expreſs, in the ſtrongeſt 
Manner, the Apoſtle's thorough Conviction of the 
livine Miſſion of his Maſter, and the Truth of his Goſpel. 


T HESE Words are Part of a Reply made by St. Peter 


Our Lord, after having acquired a great Number of Follow- 
es by his miraculous Cures on thoſe that were diſeaſed, gave 
them ſtill a farther Proof of his Power by feeding five thou- 
nd Men with five Barley Loaves only and two ſmall. Fiſhes ; 
ind, having thoroughly awakened their Attention, and excited 
their Aſtoniſhment, introduces, at another Time, in Converſa- 
ton with them, ſome particular Articles, preparatory, as it 
were, to his Religion; ſuch as might engage their Conſidera- 
ton and direct their Faith, and farther ſtrengthen their Con- 
viion that he was (what they had before indeed acknowledged 
him to be) That Prophet that was to come into the World, 
But theſe Doctrines were too ſpiritual for their carnal Minds to 
digeſt, too pure for their corrupt Inclinations to receive, and 
accordingly from that Time, as we find in Verſe the 66th, 
many of his Diſciples went back, and walked no more with 
im; upon which our Saviour addreſſing himſelf, particularly 

| 2 2 to 
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to the Twelve, faid, Vill ye alſo go away? To which Simon Peter 
anſwering ſaid, Lord, to whom ſhall we go? thou haſt the Words 
of eternal Life ; i. e. as if he had faid, if a bleſſed Immortality 
be the Reward of our religious Obedience as it is the -ardent 


Deſire of our Nature, what Religion but thine, and who but | 


thou, O Lord, can ſecure to us the Enjoyment of it ? Shall we 
rely upon the Light of Nature only, as a certain Guide to eter. 
nal Life? Glimmering is the Taper that is to direct our Courſe, 


endleſs will be the Wanderings, and uncertain the Determi. | 


nations, of our imperfe& Reaſon. Shall we go to the Writings of 
Moſes and the Prophets for Aſſurances of it? they enforce our 
Obedience to God by the Sanctions of temporal Rewards only, 
and temporal Puniſhments, and though they were to keep up 
among the Jews the Expectation of the Maſiab's Coming, and 
the Bleſſings of his Kingdom; yet when they ſpeak propheti- 
cally of theſe Bleſſings, they expreſs themſelves in a lofty and 
figurative Manner, ſeeing the Day of Cbriſt at a Diſtance, and, 
as it were, through a Veil; ſo that the People thought they 


were to expect temporal Felicity only, without any ; iy 


Advantages Hue their Predictions * = eras 
t 


Having thus explained the Pefign and Naa of the Words 
of my Text, I proceed now to probe the Truth of the Doc- 
trine 5 58 in ns by RE, \ 


I. The Inſufficiency of the Light of Nature, and Writings 
of the Prophets, to prove the n of a future . 
State of Happineſs. And,” 8. 


II. That in the Goſpel of our A we have the Words 
of eternal Life, as well as are taught the Means too of 
obtaining it. And, 1 | I. It 


TY 

I. It muſt be acknowledged, that our natural Reaſon is ſuf- 
ficient to direct us into the Knowledge of ſome of the Attri- 
butes of God ; his eternal Power and Godhead, for Inſtance, 
are from the Creation of the World clearly ſeen, being underſtood 
by the Things that are made; and we can, by the Aſſiſtance of 
our Reaſon, likewiſe conclude, that our Creator never placed us 
in this World to act arbitrarily as Lords of his Creation, and to 


oppoſe and violate, according to our own Will and Pleaſure, 


the eſtabliſhed Laws of Nature; but that, on the contrary, we 
muſt be accountable to him for our Actions; and, according to 


their Conformity or Repugnancy to the Rule of Reaſon im- 


planted in us, expect his Favour or dread his Puniſhment; but 
obſerving the Almighty not always to be particularly exact in 
his Diſtribution of natural Good and Evil, becauſe we ſome- 
times ſee the Wicked in great Power and Proſperity, fouri/hing, 
3s the Eſalmiſt ſays, like à green Bay-tree; while others, who 
endeavour to live up to the beſt Information Reaſon gives them 
of their Duty, are tormented with Pains of Body and die in Ad- 
verſity; we are led to conceive, from the Benevolence of God 
and the Propriety and Rectitude of his Government clearly 
manifeſted in other Inſtances, an Expectation of ſome other 
State after this; where Amends will be made to the innocent 
dufferer, for the Afflictions he has undeſervedly laboured under, 
and where his Happineſs will be as much ſuperior to that of 
the. wicked Man as his Sufferings have been greater, and his 
Actions more virtuous than his. 


This is the future State that the Religion of Nature hints at 
to her Children, and upon this Reaſoning all their Hopes of 
Happineſs in it are founded. But are theſe Dawnings of a 
Diſcrimination hereafter, only in ſome particular Caſes, a ſufh- 

cient 


—— 
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cient Proof of that eternal Weight of Glory revealed by our 
bleſſed Saviour in his Goſpel? And will the Deiſt reject the ex- 


preſs Promiſes of eternal Life as ſuperfluous, on Account of 


any Glimmerings of Happineſs ſach a narrow and confined 
Proſpect of F uturity can preſent to him? Will the Probability 
of the Deity making a Difference in ſome particular Caſes be- 
tween his Servants in another State, becauſe he has not accu- 
rately ſometimes done it in this, prove that he will reward 
eternally, when he has already conferred greater Portions of 
his Bleſſings than the moſt dutiful Obedience any of the Sons 
of Men pay him can merit? Let us take an impartial View of 
the Happineſs communicated®y God to Mankind in our pre- 
ſent State, and how diffuſively liberal has he been in his Diſtri- 
butions of natural Good! Health, Food and Rayment, the ne- 
ceſſary Comforts of Life, are amply enjoyed by the Generality 
of Mankind; and the Evils they ſuffer are very trivial when 
compared with the great Superiority of Bleſſings received. If 
this be the Caſe, what Aſſurance can theſe Men have of a fu- 
ture State of Happineſs from the Light of Nature? From the 
Goodneſs of the Almighty they can have no Certainty of it, 
becauſe the Ballance has been ſo conſiderably to them already in 
the Scale of Happineſs: From the Conſideration of his Juſtice 
they can have no Expectation of it, becauſe they have been re- 
warded with a Retribution by far more than equivalent to their 
Services. Shall we go then to the Light of Nature for eternal 
Life, when it can promiſe no future State to the Generality of 
Mankind ? What though ſome few good Men are ſometimes 
forced to drink of the Cup of Affliction, and ſuffer wrongfully, 
the natural Connection between Virtue and Happineſs eſtabliſhed 
by God in his Creation, being through the free Agency of 
Man diſturbed and obſtructed ? yet if they have been guilty of 


I many 
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many actual Sins (as is the Caſe of the beſt of us) even their 
Pretenſions to future Happineſs can but feebly be ſupported. 
For, every Violation of the Law of Reaſon is an Offence 
againſt God, and renders us juſtly obnoxious to Puniſhment ; 
and, if in the beſt Actions of which we are capable, we do 
no more than our Duty, as we only obey the Laws of Nature 
eſtabliſhed by God for the Security and Happineſs of his Crea- 
tures, and thereby anſwer the Intent of our Creation, how can 
ſuch Actions be deemed in any reſpect meritorious, and be con- 
ceived to make a proper Attonement and Satisfaction to the 
divine Juſtice for our Sins? The Conſequence of this Reaſon- 
ing then, if it proves for any future State, ſeems to be that of 
Puniſhment, with different Degrees of it, according to the 
Demerit of the Offender : But, in all Caſes that can be pro- 
poſed, it is evident, I think, to a Demonſtration, that future Re- 
wards can be claimed by very few, and that eternal ones can 
be demanded by none, | 


Here then we find natural Reaſon at a Stand, perplexed with 
Doubt, fluctuating in Uncertainty, and nothing but the Goſ- 
pel can help it out of its Difficulties : For the natural Immor- 
tality of the Soul, as deduced from its Immateriality, is too 
feebly ſupported to give any effectual Aſſiſtance. We know 
nothing of the Nature of the Soul, how it is connected with 
the Body, and how they mutually ſupport or obſtruct each 
others Operations. We obſerve, indeed, Properties belonging 
to it that we find not in Matter how difterently ſoever modified ; 
but can we preciſely determine what Degrees of Refinement 
Matter is capable of receiving, and what Imprefligns and Pro- 
perties may be ſtamped upon it by it's Creatos ? Let us conſider 

: the 
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the Actions of the Brute Animals, and we ſhall find Propertie; 
belonging to ſome of them as different from mere Matter as 


thoſe of the human Soul are, ſhall we aſſert then, that the b 
Souls of theſe half-reaſoning Animals are immaterial, and there. 1 
fore immortal? if not, why may not the human Soul alſo periſh 4 
after its Separation from the Body? In ſhort, whatever Conclu- fu 
ſions may, from the Light of Nature, be drawn for the Soul“ 5 
Immortality, they muſt be conjectural and uncertain ; we being E. 
ignorant of the Manner of its Exiſtence, and having no Certain ot! 
Data to reaſon upon. 05 
the 

was 


But here, ſome may perhaps ſay, that I have repreſented the 
Light of Nature more faint and dim than it in reality is, and pl 
that the Way to know whether a future State and the Souls 
Immortality be diſcoverable by it or not, is, to have Recoutſe 
to the Writings of thoſe great Maſters of Reafon and Argu- 
ment, who lived before the Coming of Chrift, and the Publ. 
cation of his Goſpel : For, as they had no other Light than that 
of Nature to direct them, we may, from their Opinions, judge 
how far unaſſiſted Reaſon can advance in this Enquiry. To 
which I reply, that if the Voice of Antiquity was clear and 
conſiſtent upon this Subject, and we could certainly know from 
the Doctrines the Heathen Philoſophers taught to others, what 
they in reality believed themſelves, the Deciſion in the preſent 
Caſe would be very eaſy ; but in fact they differ ſo much from 


each other in their Opinions, and are ſometimes inconſiſtent 
even with themſelves, that nothing certain upon this * | 
he concluded upon from their Works, 


The upon t 
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The Stoicks believed the Soul to be generated and corrupti- 
ble, though it did not immediately periſh upon its Separation 
from the Body, but continued to exiſt for a certain Term of 
Duration, The Epicureans and ſome others diſbelieved. any 
future State of the Soul after Death, and thought that it pe- 
riſhed with the Body. Socrates, indeed, aſſerts the ſeparate 
Exiſtence of the Soul from the Body; and Plato, Cicero, and 
others defend the ſame Opinion. But if Socrates, Plato, and 
Cicero taught Doctrines to the People that they diſbelieved 
themſelves, and if the eſtabliſhed Religion of the Heathens 
was fabulous, deviſed and forged by the Legiſlators and Philo- 
ſophers, for the Service chiefly and Security of the ſeveral States 
to which they belonged ; if to be virtuous was with them to 
be valiant, and the profligate and vitious Wretch who died in 
Battle was immediately advanced into Heaven, and adored on 
Earth as a God, how can the Opinions of ſuch Men as theſe 
be depended upon, when the future State they aſſert is made 
uſe of as a mere State-Engine, and defended by them more on 
Account of its Uſefulneſs to their Governments, than out of a 
ſteady Conviction of the Truth of the Thing itſelf? 


In ſhort, the Doctrine of a future State was an ingenious 
Hypotheſis countenanced in ſome particular Caſes, though not 
ſufficiently ſupported by the Religion of Nature; its Utility to 
the State was obvious, and therefore the wiſeſt Politicians cul- 


. 
Weivated it with all their Learning and Influence : But abſtracted 
from the political Uſe of -it, it ſeems to have been conſidered 


as a refined ſpeculative Opinion, which had little Influence 


vl pon the Lives and Actions of Mankind; for, had it been 


ſteadily believed, it muſt have been conſidered as a Doctrine 
B of 


{ 10 ] 
of ſuch infinite Importance to the World, that one would think doi 


it muſt have been in ſome Meaſure reformed by it; and our Re 
bleſſed Saviour could never have found it ſo univerſally corrupt ſpe 
and wicked as we find he did at the Time of his Coming. ind 

Joy 


As to the Writings of Moſes and the Prophets, we find, it is can 


certain, ſome Hints and Intimations in them of a future State; pre: 
but then they give only Hints, and never expreſsly teach or MW by 1 
explain this Doctrine to the People“. And the Reaſon un- vice 
doubtedly mer 
and 
* ] Is | 1. of t 
n the Writings of many of the Prophets, and other of the ſacred Writers, 
we find ſeveral Expreſſions, which, when explained, moſt certainly confirm the wor 
Doctrine of a future State; but at the Time of their Delivery, as they were by vou 
far too inexplicit for the Inſtruction of the People, ſo they were inſufficient to Back 
prove the univerſal Reſurrection of Mankind; and accordingly we find, even at dvi 
the Time of our Saviour's Advent, notwithſtanding all the Intimations of the dere 
Prophets, as well as ſome traditional Doctrines probably too, the Notion of 2 
future State extremely imperfect: The Sadduceet, a conſiderable Set among the Cont 
Fetus, abſolutely rejecting it, and the Phariſces excluding the Gentiles from the ng a; 
Happineſs of it, declaring that it was only intended for themſelves. ble P 
If it be ſaid, that eb ſpeaks. of the Reſurrection of his Body after Death "ith 
in Terms too plain and ſtrong not to be underſtood, viz. I know that my Redeemer 
liveth, and that he ſhall fland at the latter Day upon the Earth; and though, after An 
my Skin, Worms deflroy this Body, yet in my Fleſh ſhall I ſee God, whem I ſpall ner as 
fee for myſelf, and mine Eyes ſhall bebald, and not another : I reply, that ſome 
learned Men have thought that this whole Paſſage is to be underſtood of Job's "Wa 
Expectation (on Account of his Innocency) of recovering his bodily Health and r 
Fleſh, and of being reſtored again by God to his former Proſperity. But ſuppo- En d fuc 
ſing it otherwiſe, that God had, on Account of the unmerited Afflictions of his Friend; 


faithful Servant, given him by Inſpiration the Expectation of his Reſurrection after 1 
Death, and of being then juſtified by his Redeemer; yet can this be thought a ſuf. IWſ, 7 oy 


ficient equaint 


1 


e 24 


doubtedly was, becauſe the Jews were not prepared for the 
Reception of ſuch a Doctrine: Temporal Pleaſures and Pro- 


ſperity are the only Bleſſings they ſeem to have expected, or, 
indeed, to have deſired of God; and theſe they hoped to en- 
joy in an ample Manner under their King, Mefiab, when he 
came to reign over them. Had Mzrfes or Joſbua, for Inſtance, 
preached to them, that God's Favour was not to be meaſured 
by worldly Affluence and Pleaſures; hecauſe, that in his Ser- 
vice they would certainly meet with Troubles and Diſcourage- 
ments, which they muſt patiently bear, waiting for another 
and a better State, wherein they ſhould receive the full Reward 
of their religious Obedience, it is highly probable that they 
would have laughed at and rejected the Doctrine; that they 
would not only have murmured againſt, but wholly turned their 
Backs upon their Leader, in the ſame Manner ſome of our 
dwiour's Followers did upon him, and would have walked no 
more with him. Let any Perſon but conſider the ſurpriſing 
Contumacy of their Deſcendants, and Reaſons for their reject- 
ing and crucifying the Lord of Life himſelf, after ſuch infalli- 
ble Proofs of his being the Mefiab, and he muſt readily agree 
vith me in the Truth of what I now remark. 


And thus I have endeavoured to prove (in as conciſe a Man- 
ner as my Subject would allow of) that the Light of Nature and 


ficient Foundation for the Belief of the univerſal Reſurrection of Mankind, or that a 
future State of Rewards and Puniſhments was at that Time believed among the Fews? 
Had ſuch a Belief then prevailed, ſhould we- not have found Job's Wife and his 
Friends concurring with him in his Conſolation? But from their Silence in this Par - 
ular, and from what they ſay in other Places, it is by far more probable that they 


believed the Doctrine of a future State; or, rather, that they were wholly un- 
quainted with it. 


B 2 


Writings 


and explained.. No longer need we puzzle ourſelves about th: 


1 12 


Writings of the Prophets are inſufficient to prove the Certainty I * 


of a future eternal State of Happineſs ; and proceed, therefore, f 
to ſhew, in the ſecond Place, G 
g {c 

That, in the Goſpel of our Saviour, we have the Words of a1 
eternal Life, as well as are taught the Means too of ob- lil 

taining it. 0 it. 


And, in this Particular, our Saviour and his Apoſtles are ſo of 
full and clear, that it would be endleſs, as well as to my pre- MW ab 
fent Audience ſuperfluous, to tranſcribe all their Aſſertions of it 


it. Tam the Reſurrection and the Life, ſaith the Lord, he that WM Ac 
believeth on me, though be <vere dead, yet ſhall he live, and whiſo. Wl 1n: 
ever liveth and believeth on me ſhall never die. St. John ſays Wl wh 
Marvel not at this, for the Hour is coming in the which all tat gre 
are in the Graves ſhall hear his Voice, and fhall come forth; tin WM pel 
that have done unto the Reſurrection of Life, and they thit rep 
have done Evil unto the Reſurrection of Damnation. And tit WW Nat 
Happineſs which the Good ſhall enjoy hereafter is repreſented WI anc 
by St. Paul to be ſo exquiſitely great, that it is beyond our u- to | 
moſt Conceptions. Eye hath not ſeen, ſays the Apoſtle, nor E, 
heard, neither have entered into the Heart of Man, the Tig EF 
which God has prepared for them that love him.. of 0 
pine 


Here then we have the Doctrine of a bleſſed Immortalit kis 


fully revealed, the Reſurrection of the Body plainly aſſerted i blin, 


and the Doubts and Difficulties of unaſhſted Reaſon reſolvei to di 


Extent of God's Juſtice, and from thence inveſtigate the Pro- 


bability of a future State; no longer need we perplex ourſelve 
abou 


nty 


Ire, 


of 
obs 
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about the Nature of the Soul, and labour to deduce the far- 
fetch'd Conſequence of its Immortality : Becauſe that, in the 
Goſpel, all theſe Particulars are fo fully ſet forth, that no Ob- 
ſcurity occurs to perplex, nor Poſſibility of Error to miſlead us; 
and as we have, in the Goſpel, the Words of eternal Life, fo 
likewiſe are we there clearly taught too the Means of obtaining 
it, We are under no Perplexities about the Nature of our 
Duty, how the Almighty is to be obeyed, and with what Form 
of Worſhip we are to approach him; we are under no Diſtruſt 
about the Efficacy of Repentance, and the Terms upon which 
it will be accepted by God; we are under no Deſpondency on 
Account of the Degeneracy of our Nature, and the natural 
Inability we find in ourſelves to perform our Duty (Difficulties 
which before the-Coming of our Saviour muſt have embarraſſed 
greatly the beſt improved Reaſon of Mankind) but in the Goſ- 
pel every thing neceſſary and relative to eternal Life is p'ainly 
repreſented, the whole Plan of our Duty laid before us, the 
Nature and Neceſſity of Repentance deſcribed, and the Aſſiſt- 
ance of God's Holy Spirit promiſed, by which we are enable& 
to perform it. | | 


Here then let us ſtop and contemplate the infinite Goodneſs 
of our Creator, for the clear Revelations of our Duty and Hap- 
pineſs which he has been pleaſed to give us in the Goſpel of 
his Son ; whilſt the Children of Nature are in the dark, ſtum- 
bling and perplexed, catching at every feeble Ray of Reaſon 
to direct their Paths, we are rejoicing in our Salvation, enlight- 
ened by, and triumphing in, the glorious Sun-ſhine of the 
Goſpel of Chriff, Let us then, as Children of the Light; 
walk worthy of God, who has called us to his Kingdom and Glory ; 

I let 
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let us have no Fellowſhip with the unfrutful Works of Darkneſs, 
but rather reprove them; looking for that bleſſed Hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great Gad and our Saviour Yeſus Chriſt, 
who gave himſelf for us, that be might redeem us from all Iniquity, 
and purify unto himſcif @ peculiar People, zealous of good Works, 


And, as the holy Goſpel of our Saviour, is in a more eſpe- 
cial Manner, my Reverend Brethren, committed to our Charge, 
it muſt be qur Duty, particularly, to be active and vigilant in 
our Profeſſion, taking heed to the Miniſtry, that we baue received 
in the Lord, to fulfil it, We ſhould keep ourſelves at the great. 
eſt Diſtance from every ſinful Liberty; and Jet our Light þ 
ſhine before Men, that they may ſee aur good Warks,, and glorify our 
Father which is in Heaven : For, if a wicked Life be reproach. 
ful in a Layman, how much more ſo muſt it be in a Clergy- 
man? By it we betray the Cauſe of Chri/t in which we are en- 
gaged, and the Word of God thereby too becomes blaſphemed 
among Unbelievers. The glorious Reformation brought. about 
in theſe Kingdoms, in which we Proteſtants now happily re- 
joice, was, in a great Meaſure, owing to the ſlothful and vi- 
tious Lives of the Romiſh Clergy ; the Errors in the Articles of 
their Faith lay concealed from publick View, the Generality 
of Men being no competent Judges of, as they little enquire 
into, eſtabliſhed Doctrines: But when the Lewdneſs of their 
Prieſts became ſo ſcandalous that the Members of their own 
Church began to cry aloud for a Reformation of Manners, 
this gave Occaſion to a ſerious and critical Diſcuſſion of their 
Doctrines too, till, at length, the Errors, both in their Faith 
and Practice, became ſo conſpicuous that they were publickly 


renounced 


1 
5 renounced and condemned, and whole Kingdoms at once, as it 
were, threw off their Subjection to the papal See. And as this 
was the Fate of the Church of Rome at a Time when it was ſup- 

75 ported by all the Powers of Europe, in its full Meridian of 
© Strength and Greatneſs, ſo the ſame Principles of Diſſolution 
will operate on other Churches too, (however purged they may 


de from Error and Superſtition) if the ſacred Character of their 
"> WM Miniſters is not upheld by perſonal Merit and Dignity. - If we 
* xcquieſce in the bare Forms of Religion, and do not ſhew out 
n our Lives and Practice the full Conviction we have of the 


Truths we preach to others, our Flocks will grow indifferent 
sto the End and Means of Religion, and a Door will be 
wened to endleſs Schiſms and Separations from us. 


Let us then, as bearing the Commiſſion and Standard of our 
aviour, march out before our Flocks, with Lamps extended, 


el W1 — . . 
A ling Light to, and animating them by our own Practice of 
re-: Virtue of the Goſpel; and when, as faithful Soldiers of 


wr Saviour, we thus prove active in our Duty, the Malice of 
tur Enemies, and of all the Powers of Hell, ſhall not prevail 
ality gainſt us; in vain ſhall Popery and the Inquiſition” threaten ; 

n vain ſhall the Deiſt attack, and the Schiſmatick revile, us; 
funded on a Rock of Truth, the Holy Goſpel of our Saviour 
ball, with our Church, ftand firm and unſhaken amidſt every 
torm and Tempeſt, while the Fury of Oppoſition rages eter- 
ally in vain. | 
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